
Sedation Protocols for Ultrasound

Canine Sedation:
Pre-Visit:

Trazodone 4-10mg/kg PO 1-2 hours prior to arrival 
Gabapentin 10-20mg/kg PO 2 hours prior to arrival (for even more thorough sedation,
give an initial dose the evening prior to the appointment).

Sedation (use at your discretion based on how calm and relaxed the patient is when being
clipped for the scan):

Butorphanol 0.2-0.4mg/kg IV/IM (generally 0.3mg/kg for most patients)
Midazolam 0.25mg/kg IV/IM
Dexmedetomidine 0.007 mg/kg IM (*NOT for an echocardiogram*)
Acepromazine 0.01-0.05mg/kg IV/IM

FNA Sampling:
Alfaxalone 1-4mg/kg IV to effect and maintenance OR
Propofol 1-4mg/kg IV to effect and maintenance 

Feline Sedation:
Pre-visit:

Gabapentin 50-100mg/cat (not per kg) 2-3 hours prior to arrival (for even more thorough
sedation, give an initial dose the evening prior to the appointment).

Sedation (use at your discretion based on how calm and relaxed the patient is when being
clipped for the scan):

Butorphanol 0.2-0.4mg/kg IV/IM (generally 0.3mg/kg for most patients)
Midazolam 0.25mg/kg IV/IM
Dexmedetomidine 0.007mg/kg IM (*NOT for an echocardiogram*)
Acepromazine 0.01-0.05mg/kg IV/IM

FNA Sampling:
Alfaxalone 1-4mg/kg IV to effect and maintenance OR
Propofol 1-4mg/kg IV to effect and maintenance 


